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norshl
wre 1o ¢ to the Ordin y of 17587 na
itative guide to r‘._l exelion of slavery*Yrom our |
present Territories, und indeed from all foture |
ones, should more be acquired. Now, Mr.Chair- |
man, to perfoct the argument to which | nm re- |

plying, two things, neither admitted nor proved,

are obviouely necessary. First, that must uppear |
which does not appear, viz = that the framers of |
the Constitation contemplated the acquisition of |
territory by the Government of this Union. See-

ondly, that additioually to this, it transpired in Il

the minds of the States, in ratifying the Constitu- |
tion, that should territory ba aequired, nn effort |
would be maie by the Congress in charge of it to
exclude glavery therefrom, Yet, Mr. Chairman,
it 80 happens that only n few moments ago we
heard the opinion expressed by the honorable
member from Ohio, [Mr. Root,] who is equally
struggling to maintain the untenable proposition
upder notice, that the independent purpose of ne-
quiring territory was never present in the minds
of the framers of the Constitution; but that the
only right this Government has to make such ac-
quisitions results to it as merely incidental to the
war-making power. | humbly submit, Mr. Chair-
man, thet this is removing in the argument the
premises so far from the conolusion, that all
coufideuce in the truth of the latter must be de-
stroyed. Need | add, that a gimilar belief to that
expressed by the honorable member from Ohio
has ever prevailed to a greater or less extent with
American statesman, and that gentleman of ne-
knowledged ability and deserved influence in this
Government go yet further, and maintain the
groand—that no satisfuctory authority exists for
presuming that it was originally the design of
the Stutes ratifying the Constitution to elothe

this Government with the authority, throngh the |

medium of any or sll of its powers, to extend in
any way whatsoever the territorial limits of the
Confederacy formed by our Constitution—much
lass can any huwan sagacity essay to fathom with
oconfilence the unerpressed mind of the framers
of the Convention on the subject in hand, and
affirm that it covered the point in controversy. Thus
we perceive the shadowy and unsatisfetory na-
ture of the gronnds on which this most dispars-
glog proposigion to the slave States is attempted
to be upheld. But the proposition is mo' only
unsupported by sufficient proof—u is opposed to
strong probabilities. 'When, Mr. Chairman, we re-
flect that the majority of the States who nlopted
the Constitation were slaveholding—thaf the priv-
ilege of importing sluves from foreign States for &
period of twenty yenra was inserted asa term in
the compact of the Union—that the States entered
the Union as equals, and sedulousiy guarded their
prospective coequality—that the restriction con-
tended for is at variance with fair analogics appli-
cable to their common territory, and a disparaging
reflection upon that portion of them against whom
it operates—is it not highly improbable thatany |
guch parpose as that contended for by the honor- |
able member from Indinna entered into the com- |

pant of the Constitution? The idea, | humbly
suhmit, is little lesa than extravagant
Bat, Mr. Chairmnrn, the honorahle member from

Uhio nrguos that tho power of this Government |
over the pew Tervitories is an nolisiied ene,
and that therafire no v mnded eomplaint can
lis w A Lo the gpben ) 4N
throatensd restrietion, to which he svows him-
welf unalteribly devoted, Here, Mr. Chairman,

liscordant as on other proposi-
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f the gentleman. Who has satisfactorily
whown that the jurisdic ion of Congress over the
new Territories s without limitation ? 1t hay been
often significantly inquired whether Congress may |

) the length of estublishing n monnre hy or a |
nationnl ehurch i our new Territorics. Th"fl
prevailing inguiry, going on acknowledged limita. l
tions, would seem to be after the exact boundary.
Certainly it eannot bo maintsined that cither the
great body of American statesmen or people, |

shit or wrong in not doing so, assent to
n that Congress may do in the Ter-
t is forbid, universally, to doin
Eut were that congeded, which
t proved. viz: thet it is impossible to find &
1 tation to the power of Congress
over new Territories; the question would still
come baek upon us io each instance of the pro-
poseil exercise of it, whetheran eyo were being
had to the nature of the title by which the power
ia held, the appropriste ohjeets of that power, and
the jnst vight< of Wil interested init, From sach
praction] goides to the exercise of it as are to be
found in these sources it were impossible to gep-
srate the power without o plain breach of faith.

whethep

1
gtenl  lim
the

From this, 1 take it, Mr. Chairman, there can be
no 080 e

And new, Mr. Chairman, baving replied to
what T bolleve may be regarded as the strongest
argument on the opposite sple of the question,
nllow me to ask the indulgent attention of tha
nommittee to two resolutions 1 hold in hand.
It is not my intention, Mr, Chairman, to press

these resalutions to an immediste vote, 1 prefer
to hold thew for the present, and ask setion npon
them, or not, hereafter, as the interesta of publ].r_'
affuirs may seem to indicute

. Regolved, Thit Californin be admitted inte
the Union with her present Constitution, restriot-
Ing her southern boundary to the parallel of 369
0" north Intitade, )

Av a good deal, Mr. Chairman, has been eaid
nhout the right of self-government, with a view to
press the claims of Culifornis on our unqgualified
acoeptance, | beg to offer o few remarks on the
npplication of that right propased to be now made,
The votes by which the Constitution of Califor.
nia was adopted, were cust in part by individuals
who, aliens to our laws, lunguage, and religion,
were two years ago subdued by our arms, and by
integral members of the prople of these States.
The former, neither by the terms of the treaty
by which Californin was eeded to us, by naturali-
zation laws, nor by aoy set of this Government,
had been elothed with the elective franchise. The
latter were then and now bhound by allegiance to
this Governmient. How, Mr. Chnirman, can either
of those clusses of persons assert n right, in the
politienl sense of that term, to set up a Govern-
ment outside, pay, paramount to, the Constitu-
tion and laws of this Union? But sgiin: on
whoso territory do they propose to exert this au-
thority of self-government! Can a * people,”
Mer. Chairman, 1o any true and aeeredited politi-
cal gense of that term, exist without n country?
Or, shall the citizens of California, in order to
reach the exercise of n disputed right, be permit-
ted to usurp territorial dominions confessedly not
their own 7 Will we accept them 7 is obviously
the only true inguiry.

The Committee are aware that the territory of
California, as defined in her Constitution, is vastly
disproportionate to the average size of the States.
Her shore line includes the whole length of the
Pacific const from Oregon to New Mexico, n dis-
tance of nine hundred and seveuty miles. Should
she be received ns sbe now presents hersell, she
will bave monopolized wll the commercial ports of
entry wo have in that most interesting section of
onr possessions on the Pacific sonth of Oregon
Her mineral wealth is believed to be nnexampled.
These facts, Mre. Chairman, would seem in them-
selves to provoke n well-founded ohjection on the
part of ull the States to her reoception in her
preacnt circumstances, And as the connection
in which my resolutious place her nceeptance sinks
the objection of the South to other partioulars of
her applicaiion than that of her houndaries, | pass
from this topie without further comment, in order
that | may huve the more time to bestow on the
second resolution | have to offer.

2. Resolved, "Thyt the Committee on Territories
be instrocted to report to the 1Touse a bill to or-
gauize that part of the Territory of California
south of the parallel line of 262 30' north lati-
tude, nnd the Verritories of New Mexico and
Degeret, prohibiting the introduction of slavery
into any part of the said Territories north of the
parallel line of 509 30", and reengnising its nd-
missibility into sl purts of said Territorics south
of said line of 369 130' until the adoption hy the
people thereof of State Constitutions, and their
admission into this Union, 4

I assume, Mr. Chairmen, that in the present
distraoted condition of American interests, opin-
ione, nnd prejudices, springing out of our territo-
rinl possessions, that no human intellects will be
uble to decide sntisfactorily to the nation the ques-
tions of technical power and right in issue. | ns-
sutne, further, that no adjostment of the existing
controversy, hinging exclusively on the one or the
other of the opposing opinions; so warmly de-
clajmed upon here and elm'wherr‘ will prove ae-
ceptable to the various sections of the Coufede-
racy.  Are we not then ealled upon, for purposes
of public utility and hnrmony, to sink differences
on which opinious snd prejudices nre found to be
#o untractable? The plun propoked is one ren-
dered by usage fumiliar here and elsewhero—of
dividing that, which being held in common, eannot
be in union enjeyed. The line chosen hins heen
gelected chiclly for the rosson that having been
neted npon twice in shmilar emergencies, | have

the Government appear to twelve hundred mil-
lions of property of its cRizens? It cannot be
less unfavorable than that of sn abandoswment of
itr-;hn:y, . re.p:'::ﬁn a8 oi‘.i:g“ to the feelings
0 proprie of itas it ing to
|-mpeﬂ;?uelf. MR e

And bave bonorable members who press this
g‘ltrt'memlcy weighed the necessary cffects of
its adoption by the Government

that it will be possible for the people of the South,
supposing them to be tolerably informed of the
rights of property in regular government, uud to
possess a moderate share of sensibility to wrong
and insult, to maintain that attachment to- the

| Union and that desire for its preservation which

are necessary alike to its prosperity, its peace,
snd its honor? Happily for the Ligher destinies
of human nature, she is incapable, in such circum-
| 6tanoces, of so gross an act of gelf-abandonment.

| I am aware, honorable members, who take the |
| ground of total exclusion, insist that it is quite |
| impossible that any desire can be felt by them to |

| degrade or disparage the Sonth, or any other sec-
| tion of a common Union. Coneeding that, what,
| may 1 respectfully inquire, is the stress of that
| regard which cannot overcome the obstacles, if

| any exist, that lie in the way of such terms of |
compromise as these | have had the houor this |

| day to snnounce ?
| And what, Mr. Chairman, is the practical solu-
| tion, as it lies in prospect, of the proposition of
| the non-extension of slavery to the new Territo-
ries?
I single generation, perhaps, the white population
| residing in the slgye States, by some process not
yet known in the range of what is even practica-
ble, shall deport her sluves, or sbndon the coun-
| try to them. | am aware that we are assured that
the object of non-extension is not to disturh or
impair the iastitution of slavery within the
slave States  Put Lurge sitention ta the logical,
proximate effect of the contemplated messures
And with how much more ease may not the North
| approach the line indicated of settlement than
the South? The Nerth, by the nature of her in-
ternal coudition, as woll as her numerical pre-
ponderance in the more populous branch of the
National Legislature, is, and must continue ge-
cure, Iler power must in every cvent soon ob-
tain in the other branch of Congress. The South
is pressed by assaults, and is out of power. The
| North is moving on her carecr of encroachment
| at the suggestion of a sentiment—a sentiment
founded, Mr. Chairman, on a speculative and dis-
puted point in natural rights.  The South is
charged with the preservation of o substance—a
vast and now indispensable form of wealth—a
widely diffused nnd most influential element in
the constitution of her civil snd domestic institu-

tions and relations.
In looking, Mr. Chairman, over the vast thea-
tre now nppropriated to the display of American

If it whall be- |
come & law, cam it be believed, Mr. Chairman, |

Is it not, that within the short lapse of & |

member from Indiana argues that we | much needs—repose. Should, om the other hand, | advocating the same doughfaseism, and breaking
author- | total exclusion prevail, in what relation, then, will | down the spirit of the North.”

W eunderstand that the resolutions have passed
I one branch of the Legislature.
' THE NATIONAL ERA.
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| 2l Resolved. That s slavery does not exist
| by law, nnd is mot likely to be introduced into
suy of the territory moquired by the Unitel
| States from the Republic of Mexico, it is inexpe-
| dient for Congress to provide by law either for
| its introduction into or exclusion from any part of
the saild territory ; snd that sppropriate Territori-
' al Governments ought to be established by Con-
gress in, all of the sid territory, not assigned as
the boundaries of the proposed State of Califor-
nis, without the adoption of any restriction or
condition on the subject of slavery— From Mr.
Cloy's resolutions,

The article from the pen of Judge Jay, on the
ontside of the Era, sufficiently exposes this reso-
lation, It does not assert that Slavery is prohib-
ted by law, and it entirely overlooks a Truth sus-
| tained by History, that, as a general rule, the
law of Slavery, follows the faet, of its estahlish-
| ment. But, we quoted the resolation for the pur-
pose of correcting & very general misapprehen-
sion. Writers and speakers comment upon the
| alleged Compromise in this resolution, as if the
| nuthor intended that it should be embodied in

the from of legislative enactment, This is a
| great mistake. The concession to the Slavebold-
| ers—that Territorial Governments be established
| without the restrictive-clawse in -relation- to sla-

very—he intends to make offective by law; but
I the coneession to the free States—that it does not
| exist by law in the Territories, and is pot likely to
be introduced there—he intends to stand, as o
mere expression of opunion by the Seate. His own
statement ou this point is explicit.

“ Now, | have said that this declaration of what
I call these two truths is equivalent to the enact-
ment of the Wilmot Proviso. I have heard this
asserted, but is that the case? If the Wilmot
Proviso were sdopted in Territonal Governments
established in these countries acquired from Mex-
ico, i mwould be a poswive enactment, a_prokihition, an
intediction as to the introduction of slavery within
them. But with regard to those truths, I had
hoped, sud still indulge to hope, that those who
represent the free States will be inclined not ro
wnsist that we shall give—and indeed & would be e2-
tremaly difficult to give to these declarations—the

| patriotism and American polities, the eye he.
comes Rimmed hy the stretch of territorial dis-

| tunces, and the mind throbs with the labor of

comprehending the extent and variety of the

| nativn's resources.  What comprehensiveness of

policy, what prudence of purpose, what modera-
tiun of bgmper, willnot be dewgandsd in the eeo-
duet of our publie affairs? Drawn too strin-
gently together, the weight of the parts would
crush them. Regarded with indifference, not to
say hostility by the Government, they will inful-
libly separate and full away. The grand rewards

| of u wise and tolerant system of politienl econo-

my, that lie in prospect over the wide-spread and

bounteous lap of the continent, can never he |

reaped by the narrow and angry counsels of par-

ty. The Government demands statesmen, not |

casnists, to administer its polities. What, Mr,
Chairman, is the sonrce of all our present perils?
It is the effort to convert the Constitution of the
country into n school for the prepagation of doubt-
ful creeds of moral ethica, Put funaticism, how-
ever ingenious, is proverbially impracticable.
may ruin, but caunot govern. It was but a few
days ago, that we were culled to hear the repro-
batiomso! the institution of domestie slavery pro-
nougced here, on the authority of the hackneyed
and my:tical postulate, “ that all men are born
equal”  This, by the way, seems {0 have become
u sort of oracle, whose sybilistic responses are
quoted for the authority of very much proposed,

from time to time, in American politics that is

odd and startling to homan experience.  Truoe

may be the asserted maxim. in some restrioted and

explained senses. Invoked in the seuse and for
[ the purpose contemplated, it is but a weapon

| with which infutuation or folly, unrestrained,

| might sever the honds of every conceivable politi-

| eal organization which il is in the power of human

nature to endure. If an uppeal be taken from

text to commentary, we find that the anthors of
both were slaveholders—uand, what is more, Mr,

Chairman, slave importers, If we go to the fincl

authority of the Creator of rights and natural
tonditions, do we not find the reverse of the
proposition, taken in its broad and common ne-
ceptation, to he the truth? Not a leafiet that
trembles in the breath of the sephyr on the hough
of the sepen, finds in the eye of the naturalist an
exnct measure in all the myrviads of its vernal ns-
socintes;  The equilibrinm of nutural forees are
graduated, Mr. Chiifrman, need it he sail, on
sonles of endless diversivies, Dut, Mr. Chairman,
we are not eilled here to the defence of slavery.
We nre here to demand only that the character of
property in slaves, which is fixed by the Constitu-
tion itself, be recognised na such by the Govern-
ment, the ereature of that Constitution, in one s
in another of the dominions of its jurisdiction.

I huve, Mr. Chairman, purposely said nothing

of the alternatives of the adjostment of existing
dissensions ou the basis [ have had the honor to
aubmit, or on some other embracing nt least its
principles. | refer to them now, and very briefly,
alone us sourees of additions]l nrgunwent, One of
three resulta, all sufficiently deplorahle toawaken
solicitude, must, | respectfully suggest, follow
rash and intolerant counsels here.  An effort will
be mude to effect a separate political organiza-
tion. Should this suceeed, | leave the conse-
quences of it to the thoughts and imaginations
of the committee. Failing that, separate State
measurcs of a retaliatary kind may be anticipa-
ted,  And how, Mr. Chairman, will this condi-
tion of our relations, Pederal and State, be en-
dured 7 To what may it not lead ! The third
and perhaps the most to be regretted of all, would
be, that, exhausted by their own struggles in the
effort 1o agree upon some plan of effectunl defence,
the suffering States might sink back into the arms
of those who would be then found no longer dis-
gnised but trivmphant and mocking persecutors.
Shorn of equality, wounded in honor, in pride
humbled, in affection slienated, and thenceforth
but looking anxiously forward to final overthrow
or fortuitons eseape, And did 1 suppose, Mr.
Chairman, there were one citizen in the Republie
worge than all the rest, who could contemplate
with composure or indifference the prospect of
either of these melancholy pages in our politionl
history, | know not, Mr. Chairman, whether
he should be wiewed most with abhorrence or
pity. The young Greek, Mr. Chairman, who
held his life at the bidding of his country, found
the pathway of patriotism by the twilight of po-
litieal civilization. Shall we, with such moment-
ons isucs of good or evil suspended on our
couneils, fail of terms of andjustment so essy, so
accessible, 5o commended to us by the most sa-
cred considerations of duty to the eountry and to
ourselves as nre those at our command ?
And now, finally, Mr, Chairman, since the char-
acter of the times gives consequence, in the eyes
of my own beloved State, to the line of the eon-
duct of the humblest of her Representatives, in
contingencies of our public affairs in view, | must
beg leave of the Committee to say, that 1 have
ventured to present a mode of uieting the pub-
lie discontents with the sincerest desire that it,
or soma equivalent of it, may prove nceeptable to
n majority of the Committee and to the nation.
Should all efforts, however, fail to avert the dis.
honoring brand of inferiority of privilege and
runk, now threatening the South, by her total
exclusion from participation in the common terri-
tories of the Union, except on an onerous condi-
tion, having no application to other sections of the
Confederacy, 1 ghall yeturn from this place, to
unite with others of ber gons in council, to devise
some mothod of eseape from evils present and
proepective, which, in my humble jadgment, Mr.
Chairman, will then have become intolerable.
Whatever measures may be adopted in that hitter
emergency, with n view to the sacred defences of
security und honor, will doubtless be right.

NEW JERSEY,

Mr. Hoxey, on the 15th instant, called up in
the House the resolution on the subject of slavery,
introduced by him early in the session. [Te sus-
tained themin a very animatel speech. e said:

thooght it probable that it will be more easy 1o
oolloct the will of the nation upon it than on uny
other of & like kind. To the North it gives the
opportunity to express her dissent from slavery.
It nesigus her more than half the territory. To
the South it extends the privilege of carrying her
slaves a8 far north ag it is likely she will find. me-
tives to take them. It proposes to gulet disputes
8 to the security of the title by which she will
Lold her slave proporty In its new home, should it
be carried there, by throwing over it the profec-
tion of undeninble law.” Perhaps a still greater
good than !l these would come to her of it It
would give her the moral effect of a revewed re-
cognition by this Government of her property in
her slaves—thus strengthening her confidence in
the justice of it nnd Jdiscountenancing the law-
less violations that re, from time to time, being
perpetrated upon the property. To the whole
country it givea that which, Mr Chairman, it so

l

“'The whole spirit of the North was being

| being broken down by the Northern press; and,

he was sorry to say, the Whig press—the same
which two years ago sent up & whining ery—nay,
shricked—hecanse Congress had adjourned with-
out providing Governments for the Territories.
Now these samo presses nsked the North for
‘masterly Inactivity! Then they declared the
Territories would suffer for want of n Govern-
ment, now they wished to leave them to the mer-
clen of the Cumanches .

“He was sorry to see the leading press of New
JGH'{ urging this policy, General Taylor, it is
true, had recently beguu it.  Now there could be
no question but that the defeat of General Cass
was owing to the dootrines of the Nicholson letter;
and singular it is, that while Cuss wis reiterstiog
those doctrines in the Senate, n message was being
read from General Taylor in the House, advisiog
the same policy, and the Northern press have been

|
|

It |

Jorm of a positive enactment, 1 had hoped that they
wonld be satisfied with the simple expression of the
opinion of Congress, leaving it upon the basis of that
opumon, without asking for what seems to be al-
most imprgoticable, if not impossible—for ony sub-

Ui Torxitorsad Livvexmant s sall be estadlished. 1

| ean only gaay that that second resolution, even

| without the declaration of these two truths, would
be more aceeptable to me than with them.”

The distinction he draws'is substantisl. The
Wilmot Proviso incorporated in a bill would be
| “u positive enactment, & prohifation; a0 interdietion as
to the introduction of slavery:” but the declara-
| tion “ that slavery does not exist in the Territo-
ries by law, and is not likely to be introduced
there,” he would not have incorporated in any
bill, but left to stand as “a mere expression of
opinion,” not amonnting to “a positive enactment,
n prohibition, an interdiction ss to the introduc-
| tion of Slavery !’

After such an explanation as this, given by
Mr. Clay himself, we should like to see the oppo-
nent of the extension of slavery, that would vote
[ for the resolution.

THE ADYISSION OF CALIFORNIA,

The opponents of the admission of Californis,
in the absence of argument to sustain them, resort
to extraordinary devices to give a show of reason
to their opposition, They object that the people
of & Territory have no right to organize them-
selves into a State, withont an act of Congress
anthorizing the measure, True—for in our sys-
tem n Stare is a political community, which is en-

titled to two Senstors in Congress, und Repre-
sentalives uceording to the ratio established in
the Federal Constitution. No one pretends that
this right ean be obtained without an act of Con-
gress, which certainly has the power to nceept or
reject the application of any community for ad-
mission to the rank, title, and privileges of a State
of the Federal Union.  The languags of the Con-
stitation is intelligible enough: ¥ New States moy
be aitmitted by Congress wite the Union” By the
action of Congress alone can they obtain admis-
sion, and this nction is left entirely to the dis-
eretion of that body. It may admit or deny nd-
mission, necording to its own judgment of what
ig right and proper.

But Congress is not bound to prescribe the
mode in which the People of a "T'erritory shall
siguily their desire to be adwmitted as a State
There is no rule in the Constitution on this sub-
ject, The people of a foreign State, who have
maintained the rights of an independent sover-
eignty, may apply for admission to our Union, and
it is for Congress to decide upon the elaim. The
application of Texas is a case in point. It was
an independent, n foreign State, with institutions
and s Constitution of its own. When it asked
admission to our Union, Congress did not go back
of the spplication, treat Texas as il it were
unorganized, prescrite how the People thereof
should form a State Constitution, and in what
way present themselves for admission. The ap-
plication was at once entertained, and decided
upon affirmatively.

Again: The People of a Territory, with a Ter-
ritorial Government organized by act of Con-
gress, may assemble in Convention, ngree upon
the form of a State Coustitution, and ask admis-
sion a8 a State into the Union. Nothing in the
Constitution forbids the act, which, after all, is
but an expression of their own will, not entitling
them to the rank of a State, until it shall be rati-
fied by nct of Congress. ‘T'he People of the Ter-
ritories of Michigan and Florida, it is stated,
thus organized respectively thelr forms of State
Government, and asked Congress to admit them
a8 States,

In other cases, Congress has taken the lead in
the passage of acts authorizing the People of Ter-
ritories to organize the forms of State Govern-
ments,

It is manifest from thie brief review, that
0 fur a3 the Constitution is concerned, there is
no rule whatever preseribing the antecedents or
preliminaries of an application by any politieal
comumunity for sdmission into our Union ae
State—no rule making the validity of its ap-
plication dependent upon a prior act of Congress
authorizing the application—that uo inference
can be deawn from precedent sgainst the right of
a people to organize the form of & State Govern-
ment, and seek ita recoguition by Congress, with-
out any antecedent act by thit bady on the sub-
jeet, beeause, while there are p ents in favor
of the exercise of this right, none conflicts with
it.

The case of California is somewhat peculiar.
Unlike Texas, it is not an independent, a foreign
State; and unlike Michigan or Florida, it has
heen provided with no Territorial Government by
Congress, The Territory was under the sover.
ciguty of the United States, while the Govern-
ment was a de facto Government, existing from
the necessity of the eise, and by the toleration of
the People But it is obvious that this differ-
enoe, 8o far from militating agninst the wotion of
the People of Californis, corroborates ita pro-
priety. Fer, if the cititens of a Foreigu Sover.
eignty, without prior action on the part of Con-
gress, may take preliminary measures, and make
application for admission to our Unlon, much
more may the citizens of a portion of territory
under our own sovereignty, And, if the People
of a Territory, under a Territorial Government
provided for them by Congress, may, without
prior act by that body, and in disregard of the

ption that a Territorial Government in all
that is needed in the judgment of that body,
assomble in Convention, form the plan of &
State Constitution, and ask admission as a State,
as did the People of Michigan and Florida, with

wuch grester reason may the People of a Terri-

sequent enac'ments to be introdiced into the veld de

tory, unprovided by Congress with sny Govern-
ment at all, and yet with a population larger than
that of either of those Territories, and requiring
the bemefit of order and law more than any other
People, pursue a similar course.

We repeat, however, California is not & Smr‘r.
She has the plan of n State Constitution ; but it
cannot be s State Copstitution till she become &
member of this Union. Iler People have simply |
prepared the plan of a State Government, snd |
elected the requisite agents. [f Congress refuse |
to sanction the plan and recognise the sagents, |
Californis will continue n Territory, unless she |
choose to throw herself upon the right of revo- |
lution, and sssume the rank of an indepeadent |
State. If Congress sanction the plamand recog- |
nise the Sensiors and Representatives she has ¥
clested, she becomes a State of this Union, with-
out -any irregularity whatever, and in exact ne-
cordance with the only provision of the Coustita-
tion on the subject—" New States may be admit-
ted by Congress into the Union” As to the
inhibition of Slavery contained in this plan of &
State Constitution, we do not bold that Congress
is bownd to sanetion it, simply because the People |
of Califorpis have adopted it They had a per- |
feet right to incorporate such a provision in their
plap, but it is for Congress to say whether it will
reject or not the plan, for this reason, or for any |
other. With Mr. Foote, we hold that Congress
has a right to admit, or deny admission as a State
to, any political community, and that this right
should be exercised, not capriciously or arbitra- |
rily, but wisely, for good snd sufficient reasons. :
The inhibitory clause in relation to slavery, hav- |
ing been adopted unanimously by a Convention
~af tha People fufrly represented with-ar fair
proportion of delegates who had emigrated from
the slaveholding States, must be deemed o true
expression of the opinions snd will of that People,
and aa they are more directly and intimately con-
cerned than any other persons, that expression
should be held decisive, unless it can be shown
to conflict with the Constitution, with the rights
of any of the States, with the essential interests
of the Union, or, what is the same thing, with
Justice.

THE OPPOSITION.

It is surprising to observe what feeble ohjec-
tions are raised to the admission of California as
a State.

“ Her boundary is 8o enormous "—one snys. I3
it any larger than that claimed by Texes? And
may not provision be made for the formation of s
many States as Congress and California shall
see fit! = =

But, “ her population is such a mongrel mix-
taps " iz which, however, the Anglo-Americen
element predominates. Everybody knows that
the great mass of the People there is composed of
American citizens ; and that they know what they
are about, their Constitution, which puts to
shame many of our State Constitutions, fully de-
monstrates.

# General Taylor used his influence to induce
the People to probibit Slavery” Very likely,
that a Southern man and slaveholder, with a ma-
jority of his Cabinet Southern men and slave-
holders, should send out ‘T. Butler King, s South-
ern man and slaveholder, to prevail npon the Peo-
ple to form an anti-slavery Constitution! But
the Hon. A. G. Brown of Mississippi, in a card
published in the Imelligencir, states the charge
distinctly, and gives the only evidence on which
he founds it, as follows:

i have helieved, and now believe, that the Ad-
ministration used ita influence to induce the peo-
le of California to exclude slavery from that
T'erritory. As a small part of the evidence on
which this opinion is based, [ here insert an ex-
tract from u letter of Bayard Taylor, written in
Californis, and published in the Republic on the
ISth instant ;

# ¢The assertion of the Evening Post, which I
noticed inthe Tyibune, that the Government sought
to keep the Constitation of California silent on
the subject of slavery, is entirely false. It is and

was everywhere u herethat our Admin-
istration at W earnestly desired that the

usstio at emoe amd forever.
:l"ln only o which were privately urged

{none were made in the Convention) against mak-
ing Californin a free State, were on these very
grounds from members of the Looofoco party”

It was understood "—by whomi—for what
reasons '—on what grounds 7 It was understood
“here that our Administration at Washington
earncstly desired that the question should be set-
tled at once and forever”” Satled how ?  In favor
of slavery, against it, or by saying nothing about
it? Mr. Taylor's wonderful announcement
amounts to just mothing at all. We knew all |
that he states before he put pen to paper. Mr |
King had himself, in o public speech at San Fran- |
cisen, earnestly ealled upon the People © to settle |
the question at once and forever,” but he did not |
presume to suggest in what way they should set- |
tle it” |

Mr. Brown simply jomps to the conclusion, in :
the face of all probabilities, and without shadow |

of evidence, that they were advised to settle it by |
excluding slavery from their Territory ! |

We accept the testimony of General Tayloron |
this point. 1le asserts unequivoecally that in no |
way, by no means, to no extent, did he attempt to |
exert any influence on the determination of the |
People of California in relation to their domestie
institutions—and such, too, is the testimony of |
Thomas Butler King.

The project of reducing the houndaries, o as '
to set off under a Territorial Government all that
portion of her territory !ying south of 569 307, |
is not commended by a single reason. Now, the |
question of slavery in regard to the whole of our !
empire on the Pacific, though decided against the [
slaveholders, haa not been decided hy the action
of the Federal Government, which they affect to
resist as degrading and insulting, but by the ac-
tion of the People of California, so that, by ne-
quiescence in this decision, they sacrifice no real
or imaginary point of honor, submit to no real or ‘
imaginary degradation. And the aren of the con- |
fliot whioh they say threatens the stability of the |
Union will be vastly circumseribed.

How desirable, moreover, that the population
of our Pacific empire be homogeneous, their insti-
tututions and interests harmonious. Who would
not rejoios, were the domestic institutions of our
Atlantic States alike, giving birth to unity of
character and interests?

The American settlers in California are con-
gregated ehivfly north of the line of 36° 30° ; the
body of the native population lies helow that line.
Insulate these under a Territorial Government,
and you separste them from the intelligence, en-
ergies, and impulses, of the former, leave them
drag on a miserable existence by themselves,
with their own imperfeot civilization, generating
fdens, institutions, costoms, aud interests, in con-
flict with those of the Northern tier of Pacific
States. And shall we be guilty of this extreme
folly, for the sole purpose of allowing slavery to
obtain a foothold on the Pacific?

But, how is excitement to be allayed by this
notable scheme of dividing California?  Will the
opponents of the extension of slavery allow a
Territorinl Government to be established over
Southern California, without giving it the benefit |
of the Ordinance of 17877 Never! The field
of conflict would be widened by the sccomplish-
ment of this miserable scheme of partition, nnd
the result would be, either a T'erritorial Govern.
ment with the Proviso, or none at all. The South-
ern People are mot blind. They must sce that
the opposition of their representatives to the
sdmission of California is utterly unreasonable,
and that the propossl to reduce its boundaries, if
earried iato execution, can have no other effect
thaa to aggravate, without the slightest hope of
any benefit to them, sn excitement which they
now deprecate as full of mischief and peril.

So well convinoed are we of this, that we hope
there will be no foroed, precipitate action. The
friends of the admission of California can afford
to wait patiently. True, the new State is sub-
jected to much inconvenience by delay, but a full
discussion of the whole suhject of slavery, on the
question of her admisslon, will tepd to reconcile
the South to the measure. We have right on our

side—we have the numerical power, the popular

sympathy, the explicit declarations of the Admin-
istration, and we shall have, the sober second
thought of the South. California, with her pres-
ent boundaries and Constitation, will be sdmitted,
and the delay of a month or two will do no harm,
provided the friends of Freedom be constantly on
their guard against all compromises.

PR -

For the National Era.

, NER0 AND LEANDER.

HY ANN FRESTON.

fvitten on visiting Steinhauser’s Grovp of Statuary
at the Acudemy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia.

Not marble eold, not form alene,
1 see before me now,
Hut spirit warms the breathing stune,
And benma from lip and brow.
| stand ae in & temple fair,
Afsr from mortal sight—
My spirit breathes diviner air,
And bathes i clearer light.
Not she, alone, who bends above
Leander by that sea,
And bis rupt gase of volceless luve,
Are visible to me!
Oh, Artist' here, at thy command,
E'en speechiess marble tells
The besuty of that radiant land
Wherein thy splrit dwells.
We cateh aome gleams of those fair climen
Where fuller joys await—
We hear outswell rome low, sweel chimes,
Through thy fdeal’s gate.
No shame and fear enstain or move
That priestess, oalm and falr—
The holy trust the resf of love,
Immortal, pare, are there.
This marbie speaks & tongne sublime,
An unconfounded speech '
The language koown in every ellme,
Vernscular in esch !
b, buman love! the heart’s warin sun,
"Tis thine for aye to light,
Like Hero's torch, the ware tossed one,
When life is dark as night.
A purer love, & fuith more sweet,
The eoming time shall see,
Anid as their Harbinger we greet
This marble Prophecy.

P

MISREPRESENTATION.

It is difficult to say by whom the Anti-Slavery
citizens of the North are more grossly misrepre-
gented—Northern or Southern politicians. Gen-
eral Cass, a few days since, in the Senate, while
endeavoring to demonstrate his consistency on
the Slavery Question, remarked s follows:

“ Every man in the North who does not believe
it to be his duty to enter into a crusade against
1he o208, 204 to cover the gountey with blaad,
and conflagration to abolish slavery.dy ~nsidersd
hy a large portion of his fellow citizens as s
danghface—that is the cant term—sold by his hopes
or his fears to the South”

‘We pronounce this a calumny upon the People
of the North; and there is not a truth-loving
man in the free States who will not verify our
assertion, that no portion of the citizens of these
States is engaged, or would be willing to engage,
in “a crusade against the South” Nor is therea
large portion of the People of the North who be-
lieve it their duty to cover the country with
blood and conflagration to abolish slavery. Even
the small number of Abolitionists represented by
Mr. Garrison, distinguished as they are by the
severity of their demunciations of slavery, are
generally non-resistants, haters of war and blood-
shed and every form of violence. Other and more
numerous clusses of Anti-Slavery men, while anx-
ious to throw the weight of their moral influence
against slavery, cherish no thoughts of violence.
The regeneration of Humanity, they hold, is best
accomplished by moral forces—through the action
of mind on mind. * Blood and conflagration” may
be the consequences of reaction aguinst oppres-
sion, and in the Providence of God mny be made
to subserve the Cause of Progress, but they are
not the instrumentalities which the advoeates of
Trath gelect, to promote their purposes. They
kuow that their true mission is, the pesceful ref-
ormation of sbuses: Retribution belongs to Him
whose judgments are always controlled by uner-
ring wisdom.

No man at the North renders himself liable to
the charge of ** Doughfuceism” by refusing to en-
gage in a crusade ngaiost the South, or even
against Slavery. Bat when a public man from
the North, in the Halls of Congress, stifies the
honest conviciions of his heart in relation to Sla-
very, while every day its advocates are urging its
claims to national favor ; when his hopes or fears
or calculations of interest cause him to shrink
from the championship of Hluman Rights, fiercely
asgailed by slaveholders, lead him to the avowal
of opinions or the adoption of a policy ealeulated
to promote their ascendency in the Federal coun-
cile. drive him to sacrifice the interests of non-
slaveholders to their schemes for the propagation
and domination of Slavery—then it is, that not
only “a large portion” but the great majority of

| “hig fellow ecitizens of the North,” brand him

with the epithet, * Dowghfuce.”

It is to be regretted that Cienmeral Cass, in
striving to vindicite himself against ‘the accu-
sation implied in this epithet, has seen fit to
impute the basest designs to “ a large portion of
his fellow citizens” of the North. Who of his
fellow citizens in the North has asked him to vio-
late his oath of office, to wage war against the
rights of the South, to turn & murderer and an in-
cendiary for the purpose of abolishing Slavery?
Who has asked him to violate u single constitu-
tional guaranty of the rights of any seotion,
South or North ?

e does great injustice to Northern People—
he imposes upon Southern People—and the ten-
dency of his gross misrepresentation of the for-
mer is, to inflame the passions, deepen the preju-
dioes, and inerease the jealousies of the latter.

J. . BEALE.

A member of Congress from the 16th district
in Virginis, has addressed a letter to his constit-
uents, protesting agninst the schemes of o South-
ern Convention, and all projects of disunion. He
thinks that the passing of any laws of such »
nature a4 is spoken of in the resolutions, would be
in violation of the rights of the South, but even in

that emergency, he says:

#1 do not hesitate to declare that it would be
better to throw ourselves uader the protection of
the biroad shield of the Constitution and the laws
while they subsist, than to resort to disunion, to
revolution, snd force.”

The Richmond Enquirer ia out in serious con-
démnation of the course of Mr. Beale, questioning

right to act independently in such a matter.

The Richmond (Va) Wiig remarks —

“ But Mr. Beale’s exceptions are more applicable
to the original proposition of the Seleot Commit-
tee, than to that which has been adopted. This
last was deafted by a Whig, and it takes the sting
out of the other very effectually. It strikes out
the * pay featwre—over which many a patriot’s
heart has mourned!—and by describing what &
real Southern Convention should be, it strips that
at Nashville of all consequence. Wethink neither
Mr, Beale nor anybody else meed fear r
from an assemblage which will have no authority
to bind any one ; nnd as its members are to defray
their own ex and sot without authority, we
apprehend the attendance will be rather “thin.
We would soiroely indulge the hope, that the en-
thusiastio and disinterested Mr. Henry A. Wise
would venture on an excursion to Nashville, at

his own proper cost and charges, and at the has-
anl of R the of a Hartford
Conventionist ! are other vehement and

impassionad patriots, who will be equally cau-

tions!”

THE VOTE ON MR. DOTY'S RESOLUTION,

The following I8 the vote given last Monday
week, on the motion to lay Mr. Doty's resolution
in relation to California on the table:
B.\'n-—llmlhn, Aﬂm Am,daam

Beale, n s
At B Burt, Gita A %fuwm
P. Caldwell, illinmson R. W. Cobb,
D Ewing, Featherston,

vin, Haymouds FIard, Howard, Habbard, Inge
, Hu

i‘o?"' J?-i'-hn;‘.:( La Bere, ?
err, La

Dowell, R. M. h in K. Mo M:

Queen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, More-
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‘Pnrku,
Stan-

la’upm'-. Thomas, Jasoh on, Jobn B.
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Willace, Watkins,
Wlmuhns, and Wood —70.

Navs—Messra. Albmn-] Alexander, Allen,
Buker, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, B
Brooks, William J. Browa, Buel, hnmwn, Ches-
ter Butler, ‘Thomas B. Dutler, Joseph Cable,
Campbell, Carter, Chandler, Clark, Clev
Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dimmick,
Doty, Daer, Dunean, Dunham, Durkee, N. Evans,
Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry,
Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin-
pell, Hatlowsy, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hay,
Hebard, H . Hosgland, Hovston, Howe, Hun-
ter. Jackson, D.P. King, G.G. Ki ,J.G‘Klﬁ,i
A kins. Preston King, Lefller, Littlefield, Hor-
ace Maun, Job Hn.uhu Matteson, Me-
Clernand, McDonald, McGaughey, McKissock,
McLanahan, Meachom, Moore, Nelson, Ogle,
Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pheenix, Pitman, Potter,
Putnam, Reynolds, Rie Risley, Robinson,
Rockwell, Root, Rose, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck,
Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Silvester, Spalding,
Sprague, Tbaddeus Stevens, an% Strong,
Sweetser, Taylor, James Thompson, W. Thomp-
son, Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton,
Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, White, W hittelsey,
Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood,
and Young—121,

Miller of Ohio and Robbins of Pennsylvania,
the_only men from free States voting against

California.

Tur Briur oF tur Ack, published at New
York, continues under the editorial ent
of William H. Channing, one of the ablest t
philosophie, and eatholic advocates of th
trines of Association. It has entered upon its
gecond volume, and, for the convenience of those
who wish to subseribe, we copy the terms :

One copy for one year - - - $2.00
‘Threevopies for one year - - AU
Six copies for one year - - 800
Ten copies for one year - - - 1400
Twenty copies for one year - - 2500

Subscriptions should be directed to Messrs.
Fowlers & Wells, publishers, Clinton [all,
Nassau street, New York.

s

THE HON. ROBERT . WINTHROP.

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union,
Mr. Winthrop delivered a carefully studied
speech in defence of his official and personal
character against the attacks of anti-slavery men
on one side, and of pro-slavery men on the
other.

He seemed to be well prepared with smoothly
rounded periods, apt quotations in prose and
poetry, from Burke and the Bible; and his par-
oxysms of scorn, contempt, and indignation,
always found highly elaborated phrases for
their expressions, st Just such moments as
served to l‘ei;hun the rlcierioal effect.

It wuy n scholarly display of wratk, cude
however, with due diserimination. The Wash-
ington Uwmion had fiercely sssailed him a8 s
culprit equally guilty with Joshua R. Giddings;
Mr. Johnson of Tennessee had bestowed upon
him the larger portion of an hour, charging him
with unfairness and gross injustice towards the
South, and attempting to sustain the charge by
various statements and arguments: Messrs.
Cabell, Toombs, Stephens, and Morton, W higs
of high repute from the South, had refused to
support him a8 the candidate of the Whig party
for the Speakership, and had been at no pains to
conceal their hostility to him: but his Southerm
assailants and enemies he treated with commend.
able moderation, manifesting a proper considera-
tion for their feelings, refraining from the appli-
tion to them of the language of rebuke or in-
veetive. Towards his Northern assailants, his
bearing was imperious. On their devoted heads
he rained the fire of his fiercest indignation. No
sarcasm was too cutting, no ohjurgation too severe,
no inveotive too lacerating, no epithet too viru-
lent for them.

That the accomplished Ex-Speaker could de-
scend to personalities almost withont a parallel
in that Hall, we had not believed. That one so
remarkable for the self-possession, the dignity,
and quiet force with which he had presided over
the deliberations of the Flonse, could so far lose
the command of himself, as o betray the wounds
which were festering deep in his heart’s core,
expose the workings of mortified pride, bitter
disappointment, and implacable revenge, and sur-
pass even the most unrelenting of his assail-
unts in the palpable groseness of his anger, sur-
prised and deeply mortified us. For, though
one of that class whom he denounced indiserim-
inately as calumuiators, revilers, demagogues,
destitute of personal character, mendacious, trai-
tors at heart, politieal poltroons, we had never
abused the Ex-Speaker, never defamed his char-
acter, never misrepresented his acts, never gues.
tioned his motives, but, on the contrary, had
almost offended some of our friends by eulogizing
his course as a Presiding Officer, and giving
him credit for constituting one Committee of
the House 8o as to favor the sentiment of the
North. And now, while we retract not one word
we have ever said as to his administrative qualities
we must confess that the speech delivered by the
gentleman last Thursday has very materially
changed our opinions of the man. A polished
exterior is deceptive.

If anything were wanting to justify the Free-
Soilers in refusing him their support as candidate
for the Speakership, that specch has amply sup-

plied it. .
The speech wae adroit, but unfair, and, consid-

ered a¢ an apswer to the main charges made
against him by Free Soil men, eotirely unsatis-
factory.

But it is not our purpose to take part in the
controversy between that gentleman and his op-
ponents. We intended chiefly to comment upon
his bitter abuse of Free Soil Men, by whom,
we presume, he means the three hundred thou-
sand of his fellow-citizens who voted for Martin
Van Buren. He makes no diserimination among
them. They all fall under his vindictive anathe-
mas. They are all, in the estimation of Robert
C. Winthrop, the leader of the Administration
party in the House, a set of calumniators, traitors
at heart, mendacious, political paltroons, Oh,
what a precious Free Soil candidate was he!
Can it be possible that he was willing to be
chosen Speaker by the votes of these mendacious
people, these base calumniators, these traitors at
heart? He ought to have favored them with his
opinions pending that election. They might Lave
been won by his frankness,

Very grateful to his lacerated feclings must
have been the disorderly applanse which fell on
his ear when he was indulging in thisunmitigated
abuse of Pree Soil Men. The editor of the Union,
who had hunted him down ns n Free Soiler, was
in ecstasies over this part of the performance;
and the slaveholding members showed, by loud
demonstrations, how deeply they sympathized
with him. It was & glorious speotacle. An ex-
Speaker, leader of the great Whig Free Soil
Party in the Tlouse, standing up with daring
heroism, snd winning the shouts of two hundred
and more members, for his magnanimous abuse of
a party represented in that Hall by only nine
members! With what proud emotions his great
heart must have swelled at being sustained by
some two hundred and twenty Representatives,
not to speak of divers Senators, in his brave
onslaught against n few members, who sare
feared and hated beciuse they dure say what
they think, and do what they say. We shail
expect hereafter, that the two old parties, should
they suocceed in carrying any poiot against the
nine lndomitable Free Soilers, will forthwith ad-
Jjourn over one day for the purpose of celebrating
their extraordioary trivmpht .

A word more in reference to this speech. It
contained the first distinot avowal of adbesion to
the polioy of General Tuylor on the slavery
question, made in the Halls of Congress. Mr.
Wiathrep, in closing bis speech, made the follow-
ing declaration . '

[This speech will not be reported till the Era
shall have gone to press; and we must omit the
declaration till next week. It justifies the com-
ment that follows |

It is obvlous that he has renounced the policy
of the Ordinance of 1757—the organisation of
Territorial Governments with the Wilaot Pro-

Last Thursday, while the FHouse was in Com- |J

viso; and that he stands in the House the Repre.
sentative, not of his constituents, but of Genera|
Taylor.

SENATE PROCEEDINGS LAST MONDAY,

The Senate proceedings last Monday were
somewhat interesting. After the ususl morning
buginess, Mr. Miller resumed his speech, and
closed it.

The resolutions Bf Mr. Clay were then post.
poned till Wednesday, Mr. Rusk indicating his
iotention to address the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Foote, his reselution in
relation to Territorial Governments was takey
up, and he moved to refer it to n committee of
thirteen members, to consist of six Southern and
six Northern members, to be chosen by ballot,
who then should proceed to elect the thirteeuth
member,

On this motien quite an exciting debate arcse,
in the course of which the project was sustained
by Messra. Foote, Clemens, Berrien, and Badger,
and opposed by Mr. Dayton of New Jervey, M.
Butler also opposed it, but in a manner so omin-
ous a8 to arduse the anxieties of mervous men.-
bers, if there were any in the Chamber.

In sapport of the motion, Mr. Foote addressel
| the Senate repeatedly, and in language which, we
| think, he ought to have been called upon to ex.
| plain. Flere is a specimen:

“ As | stated the resolution is so drawn
dp a4 not to interfere in the least degree with the
resolutions offered by other Senators, or with the
course of debate. I do not expect—and I am sure
that my friend from South Carolina will hardly
expect—that this subject shall be acted upon by
the committee so soon as the next four days; but
they could make a by Saturday, | trust
Sor, 5o help me Heaven, yf nothing is done this meri,
there will ocour circumstancss which, in my oponon,
must inevitably take place, ths nature of winch I mill
wot more than allude to, which mill render all compro-
mise impracticable. 1 have good reasons for what I say.
I know facts to which I have alluded. T have conver-
sed with members of both Houses of Conzress, and I
state upon my honor that I entertain not the least dowlht
that unless we do something this meek, this whale sub}
ect will leave our jurisdiction, and forever. Iamna

alarmist, but I am in the habit of talking more freely
than my friend from Bouth Carolina. I know that I
am in possession of facts in this case. 1 have con-
versed with many of the wisest men in both
branches of C: with many of the
and most patriotic men in this Republic”

Now, here was a plain intimation by the Sena-
tor from Mississippi, that he knew facts which
authorized him to say that, unless the whole
question of slavery was settled this week, it mould
pass forever beyond the jurisdiction of Congress; that
is, with this week ends the time for delibération and
legislation, and with next week will begin the time for
; malent methods waknown to the Constitution!

“flgrht suc ]:nnue_u this to be uttered in a

d‘enh'ehu:‘i' Emﬁhlyr 1Y 3K does mot contain a
threat of the intervention of physical force, then
words have no meaning. The dark hints thrown

out by the Senator point to a plot, a conspiracy,
to set aside the Congress of the United States—
to overthrow by viclence the present state of
things. The people of the country will fake
notice of this matter. Mr. Foote ought to be
called upon to explain, in clear language, what he
has darkly intimated ; and he is not the man to
shrink from any responsibility.
Mr. Butler, even by opposing the motion,
labored apparently to multiply evil portents.
“Mr. Batler. | think that the Sneate will
bear me witnecss that | have not been di to
treat this matter lightly. 1 have long since found
that, as | am approaching a crisis upon this sub-
ject, I become more solemn in all my deliberations
of the matter. Nor do | wish the debate to be
protracted, with a view to indulge in any inflam-
matory declamations. 1 think that such a course
woulg be unfavorable to a fair understanding and
deliberate settlement of this question. | have
long since come to that conclusion. When the
crisis was at a distance, | could indulge in the spirit
of the time ; but that time is now past. [ am not
one who believea that long, protracted speeches
have any effect upon the subject. I look to a
ive body to make a fair effort for the
final mmn of these questions, 1f we are to
continue together, let us continue Ily on
o

and if this hich has
ﬂ: {mated u.....f.“ﬁ‘ w"m‘ T wish

to take leave of all in good feeling.
u{ my mind, thoroughly made up my mind ; and
when | have done so, | do not think it is worth
while to declaim on the matter. I shall yield to no
compromise that does not recognise the equality
of the States.”

Well, this was dramatic, to say the least.

Colonel Davis of Mississippi advocated the
motion.

“This committee, being organized as it is pro-
posed, ¢in never ngree upon anything unanimous-
ly which will not be accepted. It is not at least
to be supposed possible that they should do so;
and he who holds the balsmee of power in that
committee may fuirly be expected to be impartial.
I will go further, sir. I am nilling to go far North
and far East in selecting @ man in whom I will repase
that confidencs, to consider the rights of the South,
undi r the Constitution, fairly considered, becanse
I believe that there is a man i that section of the
country who will stand by the Constirution, and who
is above all sectignal feeling”

The allusion may have been to Mr, Webster,
who, the letter-writers sayy is in favor of compro-
mise, willing to divide the Terrif_orif.s betireen Freedom
and Slavery, by the extension of the Missount Com-
promise line to the Pacific!  We give the rumor for
what it is worth, merely adding that in thiscrisis
we are prepared for almost any revolution in men
or affairs, however monstrous and astounding, but
we do not believe Mr. Webster will go quite so
far as this, .

Mr. Dayton nsked, why not end the discussion,
sum up the matter, and then give it to the Jury !

Mr. Foote, (interposing) It is this very agila-
tion which will dissolve the Union.

“Mr. Dayton. Upon that matter, there is only
a difference opivion of between the S.nator and
myself. I do not understand that this species of
ngitation and talking will destroy the Union. It
is not to be so easily done. I have greater confi-
dence in the ligament which binds us together. It
will never be talked away.

“Mr. Clemens, (interposing ) Will the Senator
allow me to say, that | think he is mistaken? |
think it is being talked away every day. | think
the ligament which binds the Union ‘gnw
to-day is being locsened “duy, s
for that resson that I am ready that this com-
mittee should st once act upon the matter. 1f we
go on talking as we have done for three weeks
here, it will not be in the power of man to save
this Union.

“Mr. Dayton, That is but a difference of opinion
hetween certuin men on that side of the Chamber
snd certain men upon this. We differ in that
respect.”’

The Senate at last adjourned, without coming
to uny decision upon the subject.

Whatever the disposition of Senators from tbe
free States to assent to Mr. Foote's motion, ¥?
se0 not how, as men respecting themselves, re
gardful of the freedom of debate, and roolu&‘ to
maintain the rights of their body, they ean think
of entertaining it at ull, for a long time tqcome
Yield to mensce now, and there will be no stop 10
the work of intimidation.

We do not believe the project will succeed.

R i

FREE SOIL MEETING IN LARE COUNTY, 010,

Parsusnt to & call of the Free Soil Centrsl
Committes of Lake county, Ohio, n meeting Wi
held at Powersville, at which Eli D. Hewe pre-
sided. It was addressed by J. L. Balohelder aud
J. C. Vaughan, after which, the following resolu-
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